
red ink
literary & film agency

F O R E I G N  R I G H T S  C A T A L O G
F R A N K F U R T  B O O K  F A I R  2 0 1 9

R E D  I N K  L I T E R A RY  &  F I L M  AG E N C Y
FL AT 6,  KHAN MARKET, NEW DELHI -  110003 INDIA

WWW.REDINKLITERARYAGENCY.COM



RED INK LITERARY & FILm AGENCY | www.redinkliteraryagency.com2

COMMERCIAL FICTION
STRANGERS AT HOME | Sreya Sarkar 3 
THE LAST AcT | Neha Singh 4

SPECULATIVE FICTION
SOUL REAPING GONE WRONG | Rosheena Zehra 5 
NO BONd Of BLOOd | Natasha Joshi 6

MAgIC REALISM
MUSIc TO fLAME LILIES | Megha Rao 7

MyThOLOgy/FANTASy
WORKS BY | Kevin Missal 8
KALKI cHRONIcLES | Abhinav 10

ThRILLERS
HOUSEWIfE | Mahendra Jakhar 11
WORKS BY | Mainak Dhar 12

LITERARy FICTION
WHERE THE HILLS HIdE THEIR SEcRET | Adhirath Sethi 14
fLUTTER IN THE cOLONY | Sandeep Ray 15
SWEET dAYS Of SIN | Mathew Kuzhippallil  16
SHEEN | Pran Kishore Kaul 17 
ZOON | Selina Sen 17

LITERARy/wOMEN’S FICTION
WHERE THE RIVERS MEET | Jawahara Saidullah 18
AGAINST THE WINd | Mahek Jangda 19

NON FICTION
A VENETIAN IN THE MOGHUL cOURT: Life and adventures of Niccolò
Manucci in the Seventeenth-century India | Marco Moneta 20
REMNANTS Of PARTITION | Aanchal Malhotra 21
THE NIZAM, HYdERABAd & ITS AccESION: A PEOPLE’S HISTORY  | Yunus Lazania 22
JINNAH: HIS SUccESS, fAILURES ANd ROLE IN HISTORY | Ishtiaq Ahmed 23
WORKS BY | Kallol Bhattacherjee 24
LEdO TOO fAR | Bhavneet Aurora 26
THE UNKNOWN SHEELA | Manbeena Sandhu 27
WORKS BY | Sarbpreet Singh 28
WEAPONIZATION Of ISLAM | Professor Iqbal S. Hasnain 30 
HIcKY’S BENGAL GAZETTE | Andrew Otis 31

hEALTh & wELLNESS
WORKS BY | Ira Trivedi  32
WORKS BY | Kavita Devgan 34

ANCIENT INDIAN wISDOM & SPIRITUALITy
WORKS Of SANDHYA MULCYHANDANI 35 
WORKS BY | Pranay Gupta  36

NOTES 38-39 

ABOUT RED INK LITERARy & FILM AgENCy 40



RED INK LITERARY & FILm AGENCY | www.redinkliteraryagency.com 3

COMMERCIAL FICTION

Sreya Sarkar     
STRANgERS AT hOME
 

What happens when exes meet in their fifties after a hiatus of twenty-five years, that too through the unwitting initiation 
of their next generation – does it lead to disaster or magic? Strangers at Home follows the lives of nerdy Prajeet and 
effervescent Nandini over three decades, crisscrossing two far away continents – moving from Jalpaiguri, to Kolkata in 
India, to Chicago, U.S.A.

It meanders through their falling in love, separation, and loss. This emotional journey revisits the fluidity of Indian 
immigrant experience as it witnesses a metamorphosis of long-held philosophies about love, marriage and life. Prajeet 
and Nandini form and reform their ideas about love and family as they interact with their respective children and realize 
that love is not necessarily found in the text-bookish, follow all the rules way : instead it lurks in unconventional places, 
at inconvenient times, generally in favor of a person one has nothing in common with. And once found, it is not easy to 
keep, but if lost, a lifetime passes waiting for that similar feeling.

62,286 words
ALL RIGHTS AVAILABLE

Sreya received her B.A. in Political Science from Kolkata’s 
Presidency College and post-graduation from Jawaharlal Nehru 
University, New Delhi. After a short stint as a journalist and 
college lecturer in Kolkata, she set off for her second Masters in 
Political Science at the University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia. 
She worked in public policy research and advocacy in U.S. think 
tanks and published numerous non-fiction articles and op-eds 
for newspapers and policy blogs. She currently lives in Chicago 
with her husband and son, and when she is not writing you 
will find her in the kitchen cooking up a spicy soup to fight 
Chicago’s icy winters.

The monsoon clouds were hanging low in the Bengali sky, 
they looked black and swollen. It was going to be anoth-
er wet day. The temperatures had gone down and a cool 
breeze fanned the oppressive humidity. Brinda closed her 
eyes and filled her lungs with the rain quenched earthy 
smell that she was severely deprived of in U.S. There was 
an abundance of it here in Jalpaiguri. Her mother had tried 
to explain to her the beauty and warmth of this smell and 
like so many other times Brinda had ignored her mushy 
rush of nostalgia. It smelt like a faint sweet sadness that 
fills the heart with an undefined melancholy. A longing for 
something far away, beyond reach.



RED INK LITERARY & FILm AGENCY | www.redinkliteraryagency.com4

COMMERCIAL FICTION

92600 Words Approx.  
ALL RIGHTS AVAILABLE

She had never been short of courage. She took risks that skeptics scoffed 
at. It was unsurprising then that they followed orders and she gave them. 
Perhaps, she wasn’t so wrong this time either. And yet her task was far from 
painless. It involved writing--with a pen. Penning letters had to be the most 
inane of all archaic traditions. They took copious amounts of time, wasted 
paper, were unforgiving of mistakes and remained, quite simply, tedious. 
But emails were too impersonal, too elementary for what she intended to 
achieve. Writing the letter was a small price for what she wanted...

Neha Singh
ThE LAST ACT

 Three handwritten copies of a letter are dispatched to unassuming recipients in different corners of the 
world….

Nandini, an app designer and single parent living in San Jose, CA with her six-year old son, had forgotten 
what was happiness outside of the routine breakfast wars with Jay.  While she crumpled under the weight 
of her son’s homework and her dismal job, Arnab her ex-boyfriend, oblivious to the existence of their 
son, wanted to now get back in touch. While trying to force a morsel of food in Jay’s mouth, and drafting 
emails to her ex-boyfriend she comes across this unsolicited letter on the countertop…

Samraj, is a software engineer, and after his mother passed away, his troubled relationship with his father and 
his recent break-up forced him to sell his shares of his very successful start-up and take up an underpaying job 
in the quite town of Utrech. In a town where he was largely unknown, he receives the same letter… 

In Mumbai, Manmohini, yesteryear actress, wakes up to a handwritten birthday letter, an occasion now no 
one remembered way past her peak years, which hurls her back into a casket of old wounds…

These quaint letters calligraphed with red ink on a fading yellow paper do not reveal much, but enough 
to give its recipients the courage to take charge of their own lives, it sets them on a life-altering path and 
through its twisted web reveals who was responsible for they life they live today…

The Last Act is a beautiful, heart-wrenching unusual love story about choices one makes in life, about 
forgiveness and acceptance, the cost of living up to tradition and the freedom in breaking the bounds. It’s 
about the ways in which one can find and form a family outside the conventions of society. 

A software engineer and MBA, Neha Singh has been an 
enthusiastic reader and writer since she learned to read her 
first sentence. Brought up in a home filled with books, she 
indulged in her love of words by writing through her school 
years and opting for several writing assignments for magazines, 
blogs and web portals through her career. She has worked on 
content strategy for Yahoo! and currently consults as a user 
experience professional. A passionate lover of vintage Hindi 
music and movies, she can be heard humming an old classic 
number in most of her free moments. She currently lives in 
California’s bay area with her husband and son.  
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SPECULATIVE FICTION

ROSHEENA ZEHRA is a Delhi-based journalist. In 2014, 
Rosheena won a short-story competition, where she coupled 
romance with horror in a 5,000-word piece titled Moon. 
Her book Dreamcatcher, a novella on clinical depression and 
schizophrenia, was published in 2016.

Fascinated with the darkness of the the human mind, it’s these 
dilemmas and questions (among others) which Rosheena 
wishes to explore. Writing, to Rosheena, is made up of skipped 
meals, all-nighters, anxiousness, and so much more than the 
romanticism that is often associated with it. Other than writing, 
she nurtures a borderline unhealthy obsession with cats and 
the night sky. 

90,000 Words
ALL RIGHTS AVAILABLE

Rosheena Zehra 
SOUL REAPINg gONE wRONg
 

The afterlife. Does it even exist? What is it? Every culture has its own mythology surrounding the mysteries that shroud 
death. A refreshing voice that explores the idea that there can be mistakes even in “Death”. Rosheena Zehra’s Soul 
Reaping Gone Wrong is the story of a young woman, whose soul is reaped before her time. It triggers a power struggle 
in the Netherworld, and reveals that Katha might be more than just a pawn caught in a powerplay to rule the kingdom. 

What happens when a Death god makes a mistake? Just when Katha thinks nothing could be worse than betrayal, 
cheating and heartbreak, the universe sends an unexpected twist her way — death. Katha cannot stay in the afterlife, 
because she was reaped before her time. Unfortunately, she can’t be sent back either, because she knows what comes 
after death. Varuna knows he reaped Katha’s soul as per the rules, so why did the mistake occur? He knows he was 
framed and is determined figure out why. The SoulReaper is also determined to return Katha to her time. But is it even 
possible? Can he defy his bosses, return Katha to Earth, and uncover what is going on before more souls are left in 
limbo? And, what of Katha? Is her fate linked to Varuna or is there another reason why Katha was targeted? Read on to 
find out…

What happens when you lose time? It is not there anymore? 
Everything is moving, everything has stopped. I am watching 
myself. I can see myself think, float, observe everything stop. I 
see myself moving with everything. I see my eyes grow wide with 
wonder at the millions of colours I had never seen before, in 
that single wave of one single hue. I see it all. I see myself take 
it all in. I see myself find myself. I see myself lose myself. It is all 
over. It has just begun.
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SPECULATIVE FICTION

“What time did the accident happen?” my eyes panned the 
street where the lady had met her end. The PCR team was 
wrapping up and the sub-inspector didn’t know much, except 
that the QRT had arrived thirty minutes back and the case was 
a hit and run. A motorist swerved his bike, hit a woman on the 
road and sped off. He was probably trying to avoid a pothole 
and got her instead. Kekre had left for KEM to register the 
body and process the post mortem. I was to join him there. The 
pre-mosoon sun blistered as I scanned the street for an empty 
taxi.. Whiffs of tandoori chicken emanated from Kebab Korner 
stoking hunger but KEM and Kekre were waiting.  On the street, 
I took stock of the surroundings – the vicera of the physical 
space, names of shops, the flow of traffic and the profile of 
pedistrians. This would help with the reconstruction.

Natasha Joshi
NO BOND OF BLOOD
 
“When you remember something, you change it.”

Yasmin Tripathi is twenty, lives in Mumbai, and works as a Teller – someone who ‘tells’ grieving families 
what happened moments before their loved one died. Weaving narratives that encompass the life of the 
deceased, Yasmin, along with a small group of Tellers, provides emotional closure to grieving families. Led 
by the daunting Shama Das, Tellers enter the inner world of people who sign up to have their stories told 
in the event of their sudden passing. In a world of start-ups, death too is good business.

Yasmin’s own life is shot through with a pain she is unwilling to confront. An orphan and a runaway, she 
has a story that needs a Telling – a story that is buried in the forests of Kullu and involves a secret her 
parents kept from her till they died. No Bond of Blood is a meditation on what grief does to humans and 
the power of life to reclaim victims of death. It is one girl’s journey from fourteen thousand feet to sea 
level and back.

61,855 Words

RIGHTS AVAILABLE

NATASHA holds a degree in Economics from Singapore, 
and completed her master’s in Psychology from Harvard 
University. By day, she works as an education consultant and 
has worked at length with the UN on various assignments. In 
her other avatar, she loves to tell stories and holds a certificate 
in Fiction Writing from University of Iowa. Her short stories 
have been published by Madras Mag and Paper Cuts (a Desi 
Writer Lounge publication).  
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MAgIC REALISM

Megha Rao is a confessional poet and a surrealist artist. Her 
two fiction titles, It Will Always Be You and A Crazy Kind of 
Love, were published by Penguin Random House India in 2015 
and 2016. Her poetry has been featured on platforms like The 
Open Road Review, New Asian Writing, Terribly Tiny Tales, 
ScoopWhoop, eShe Magazine, New Love Times, Why Indian 
Men Rape, Homegrown and Thought Catalog, Kommune and 
UnErase. Megha is a Post Graduate in English Literature from 
the University of Nottingham, UK. When she’s not cafe hopping 
in Mumbai with a bunch of Sylvia Plath poems or Frida Kahlo 
biographies in her bag, she’s curled up on her grandfather’s easy 
chair, her cats on her lap, back home in Trivandrum, Kerala.

225 pages
Published in 2019

RIghTS SOLD
English (S.Asia) | Tara Press

Megha Rao 
MUSIC TO FLAME LILIES 
 
It is the spring of cherry blossoms, London festivities and art shows; 
it is two months after Kashmiri artist Noor Haque has lost her 
best friend, Kirti.

When Noor gets a text message from her best friend after her 
death, she decides to go back in search of answer s as to why she 
jumped into the same well her mother did. As Noor is exposed to 
a world of black magic, local deities and guardian family ghosts, she 
seeks help from Kirti’s brother, Kalki, who is a witch doctor.

Together, they unravel family mysteries and the eerily haunting 
truths of a village submerged in superstitious beliefs. What Noor 
isn’t ready for, though, is the insane attraction she shares with Kalki, 
whom she has Known since she was a young girl, but only from 
a distance. And now that Noor is back into his life, Kalki has to 
decide which battle is harder: fighting love, or fighting his ancestry.

Music To Flame Lilies is a tale of a city girl and a village boy coming 
together, finding a passion so explosive that it is destructive, and 
lighting match to a love that will never burn out. Spun on philosophy, 
art and intellectual conversations over plentiful cups of hot coffee, 
this book is one that empowers and enlightens. A timeless love 
story set in a supernatural sphere, it evokes all our inner fears and 
spreads a powerful message about love and loss.

PRAISE FOR MUSIC TO FLAME LILIES 

“When a book sends you swimming in the air... or perhaps 
it’s a receptivity to wonder, terror, and looking beyond the 
obvious as Megha Rao does in her fascinating, damning prose” 

— Lisa Ray

“A haunting, atmospheric narrative told through strikingly 
visual, metaphoric prose”

— Firstpost
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MyThOLOgy/FANTASy

Kevin Missal 
KALKI: ThE SERIES 

The Kalki series is a trilogy and a character study of two individuals: Kalki and Kali – both of them being in the forefront of 
the Dharm and Adharm battle, the good versus evil in the fictional country of Illavarti, reminiscent of the Vedic Age of India.

CROSSED 2,00,000 COPIES IN PRINT 

MAhAyODhA KALKI: SwORD OF ShIVA (BOOK 3)
Kalki Hari arrives at Indragarh to find out that his brother has been taken prisoner, 
his beloved is about to be butchered, and the city is embroiled in a ghastly war with 
the Naga queen and Dakshini king.
Armed with a mighty sword forged by a god, he fights to take the city back from his 
nemesis, the evil Lord Kali.
But the Avatar of Vishnu is at a crossroads. It is his destiny to fight the last battle with 
Adharm and obliterate evil from this world. However, he has stumbled upon a terrible 
truth over the course of his journey . . . a truth that may change everything.
Will Kalki be able to win against Adharm and fulfil his destiny? Or will the world lose 
its greatest hero and head towards its destruction? Find out in the explosive last 
book of the Kalki trilogy.

368 pages
Published in 2019

DhARMAyODDhA KALKI: AVATAR OF VIShNU (BOOK 1)
Born in the quiet village of Shambala, Kalki Hari, son of Vishnuyath and Sumati, has no 
idea about his heritage until he is pitted against tragedies and battles. 
Whisked into the province of Keekatpur, which is under the fist of Lord Kali, Kalki 
sees the ignominy of death trumping life all around him. He learns that he has been 
born to cleanse the world he lives in, for which he must journey to the North and 
learn the ways of Lord Vishnu’s Avatar; from an immortal who wields an axe. 
But trapped in the midst of betrayals, political intrigue and forces that seek to decimate 
him, will he be able to follow his destiny before the Kaliyug begins?

482 pages
Published in 2017

SATyAyODDhA KALKI: EyE OF BRAhMA (BOOK 2)
After a defeat at the hands of Lord Kali, Kalki Hari must journey towards the 
Mahendragiri mountains with his companions to finally become the avatar he is 
destined to be. But the road ahead is not without peril . . . Not only is he trapped 
by the cannibalistic armies of the Pisach, he is also embroiled in the civil war of the 
Vanars.  
Manasa, the sister of the late Vasuki, plots to overthrow Lord Kali by bringing a 
massive war to his kingdom. Not only does she need to protect her kingdom from 
the Suparns, she must also protect her close ones from the league of conspirators at 
her own home. Who can she really trust? As the plot thickens and Lord Kali sees his 
ambition crushed right before his eyes. 
Kalyug, the age of downfall, has begun. Can Kalki become the avatar in time before it finally 
unfolds? Can the secret that changes everything change Lord Kali as a person too?

464 pages
Published in 2019
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MyThOLOgy/FANTASy

RIghTS SOLD
English (S.Asia) | Fingerprint
Gujarati | Fingerprint 
Hindi | Fingerprint 

Malayalam | Poorna Publications
Marathi | Fingerprint 
Tamil | Fingerprint
Telugu | Fingerprint

PRAISE FOR THE KALKI TRILOGY 

“A mythological phenomenon”  
— Sunday Guardian

“Exhilarating and furiously fast paced” 
— Millenium Post

NARASIMhA 
THE MAHAAVATAR TRILOGY BOOK 1

Narasimha Trilogy is about three men—divided by fate, united by tragedy. It delves 
into the ancient Indian history with popular mythological characters that are ripped 
from fables and made them grounded. A story about Narasimha who from a reluctant 
hero, embraces his destiny to save a boy prince from his father and end up losing his 
sanity. A story about Prahlad who is conflicted about his family’s intentions towards the 
empire and chooses the way of living life peacefully to running away from the likes of his 
malevolent aunt and his tyrannical father under the protective shed of a warrior. A story 
about Hiranyakashyap, who has to sacrifice his son for the betrayal, he never thought he 
would get and in the process, he learns more about himself than about the world. The 
series jumps through hoops and bounds with action, drama, romances of high stakes to 
show mythology like never before.

320 pages
Published in 2019

RIghTS SOLD
English (S.Asia) | Harpercollins

KEVIN MISSAL graduated from the prestigious St. Stephen’s 
College, Delhi University. He rose to acclaim with the enormous 
success of THE KALKI TRILOGY, whose two published books 
have sold over 2, 00,000 copies till now, making his work a 
national bestseller. He is a natural-born storyteller and currently 
lives in New Delhi. 
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MyThOLOgy/FANTASy

280 pages
Published in 2019

RIghTS SOLD
English (S.Asia) | PRH India 

Abhinav
KalKi ChroniCles
THE SAGE’S SEcRET 

What if the legend of kalki, the tenth avatar of Vishnu, is an elaborate hoax 
created by Lord krishna? In the year 2025, twenty-year-old Anirudh starts 
dreaming of Krishna. 

But these visions that keep flashing through his mind are far from an ordinary 
fantasy-they are vivid episodes from the god’s life. Through these scenes, as 
Krishna’s mystifying schemes are revealed, Anirudh slowly comes to terms 
with his real identity . . . 

He is the last avatar of Vishnu, sent to restore the balance between good and 
evil. But an ancient and powerful nemesis, burning with the fire of revenge, has 
already started assembling a clan of mighty sorcerers to finally be rid of the 
protector god and unleash depravity on earth. 

Will Anirudh realize his potential before it’s too late? Or will the enemy destroy 
everything in their wake before the avatar finally manifests? This gripping read 
is the first part in the Kalki Chronicles, which unveils the greatest legend of 
the Kali yuga.

KALI’S RETRIBUTION 

A god with a powerful weapon. An immortal sorcerer. An inevitable showdown.

Successful in deciphering Krishna’s puzzles and retrieving the Kaustubha 
locket, Anirudh finally accepts his destiny as Kalki--the tenth avatar of Vishnu. 
However, with the ever-perilous world moving too fast for him to keep up with, 
he is taken under the wing of an esoteric society created for his protection.

As ancient allies watch over him from the Himalayas, Anirudh moves to find 
the greatest weapon in the universe hidden in the fabled submerged palace of 
Dwarka. However, the Demon of Time, Kalarakshasa, yearns to possess it as 
well. In an ultimate showdown, the cloaked sorcerer faces the last avatar of 
Vishnu on the battlefield.

Will it be long before Kali, the Lord of Evil, takes up the reins of the mortal world? 
And will the darkness brought upon by the Kali yuga soon eclipse the earth?

Abhinav based out of the Mumbai suburbs, works as a software 
developer. An avid reader since his pre-teens, his journey in the 
world of stories began with reading comics, then he moved 
on to short stories and then eventually picked up full-length 
novels. Thrillers, comedy, historical fiction and mythology are his 
preferred genres when it comes to choosing a book to read. His 
debut novel, The Sage’s Secret, is based on Indian Mythology and 
is the first book in the series titled ‘The Kalki Chronicles’  

256 pages
Published in 2018
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ThRILLERS

44,177 words
To be Published in Fall 2019

RIghTS SOLD
English (S.Asia) | Tara Press

MAHENdRA JAKHAR works as a script-writer for TV shows 
and Bollywood feature films like Manjhi - The Mountain Man. 
He is also the author of voracious crime thrillers and murder 
mysteries like The Swastika Killer and The Butcher of Benares.

Mahendra Jakhar
hOUSEwIFE
  
She is an an ordinary housewife. Her life is her house, cooking, 
washing, supervising maids, watching TV, sleeping...And more of the 
same. She has no purpose in life, except to keep her husband happy. 
Her only aim; have a baby and complete her family. She gave up her 
dreams, career and aspirations but could not conceive. She sees 
herself as a failure. 

Then, things changed. She discovered her extraordinary gift. A 
power that gave her a sense of self-worth. Her target: evil men 
who commit heinous crimes against women. For the first time in a 
long while, she felt like “Super Woman”, truly unique. 

The housewife turned into a vigilante. As filth poured out from 
various pores of the city, she took on the responsibility of cleaning 
up. Only, she didn’t know she will soon face an unimaginable foe. 
That she would have to choose between love and duty.

The housewife, the home maker, has become the new lawmaker in 
the city. But can she balance her unique power and her ‘homemaker’ 
heart? 

WINNER
Best Crime Fiction Debut Novel of the year 2014, for  

The Butcher of Benares

“This is our very own Wonder Woman.
A Crackling Thriller. Delightful. A real dynamite.”

— Ashwini Chaudhary, National Award Winner, Filmmaker
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ThRILLERS

Mainak Dhar
ThE 7EVEN SERIES

SNIPER’S EyE
 
I was out on a date. Everything was perfect… Till that shot… a high-calibre one, no 
apparent sound. And, the man in front of me fell. A rifle with a suppressor? A sniper 
in the middle of a Mumbai mall? As the body count mounted, I was soon sucked 
deeper into the chaos unleashed by that shot. To survive and save those whom I 
care about, I have to become the man I left behind. I have no choice but to tap into 
a bloody past that has put me on the terror kill list. 

I may also have no option but to join hands with the sniper terrorising Mumbai. The 
problem is that the man has sworn to kill me. In a world where the young and poor 
kill and die in conflicts started by the old and rich, I and my unlikely companion 
finally discover the thin line that separates a mere killer from a hero.

This is our story…

SNIPER’S DEBT 
You realise your vacation won’t end well when your plane gets hijacked and lands 
in Kabul instead of Paris. 

A year after the bloody events in Mumbai which destroyed so many lives, and forced 
me to tap into a violent past, I have no desire to embark on any more adventures.  All 
that changes when the hijackers take over. They claim to be jihadis, but my training 
tells me something is off. Why are they speaking to each other in English? Why are 
they executing hostages when that must mean their demands will never be met?

When all looks lost for me, an old companion comes to my rescue. A sniper who 
had once vowed to kill me and then joined me in fighting a common enemy.  We 
must strike at the heart of the enemy not just to save my family and hundreds of 
hostages, but unmask a plan that could wreak untold devastation. 

ALICE IN DEADLAND 
Civilization as we know it ended more than fifteen years ago, leaving as it’s legacy 
barren wastelands called the Deadland. Fifteen year-old Alice has spent her entire life 
in the Deadland, her education consisting of how best to use guns and knives in the 
ongoing war for survival against the Biters. One day, Alice spots a Biter disappearing 
into a hole in the ground and follows it, in search of fabled underground Biter bases.
What Alice discovers there propels her into an action-packed adventure that 
changes her life and that of all humans in the Deadland forever. An adventure where 
she learns the terrible conspiracy behind the ruin of humanity, the truth behind the 
origin of the Biters, and the prophecy the mysterious Biter Queen believes Alice is 
destined to fulfill.
A prophecy based on the charred remains of the last book in the Deadland- a book 
called Alice in Wonderland. A tale of adventure, a tale of one girl finding her destiny 
in a world gone horribly wrong, a tale about the true meaning of freedom…

A series of dystopian adventures that have been read by more than 2,00,000  
ebook sales by readers on just AMAZON ….presenting Alice in Deadland 

228 pages 
Published in 2018

57,142 Words

RIghTS SOLD
English (S.Asia) | Tara Press
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ThRILLERS

India edition
Duckbill (2013)

Turkish edition
Elf Yanliyari (2013)

German edition
Luzifer Verlag (2017-)

Portuguese edition
Unica (2016-)

french edition
Outre Fleuve (2016-)

MAINAK dHAR is an alumnus of IIM, Ahmedabad, and has 
spent more than two decades in the corporate sector. A self-
described cubicle dweller by day and writer by night, Mainak 
is also the author of over a dozen books, some of which have 
been bestsellers in India and abroad, including the bestselling 
Alice in Deadland series and 03:02. 

His books have been translated into Turkish, Vietnamese, 
Japanese, French, German and Portuguese, reaching millions of 
readers worldwide. Learn more about him and contact him at 
www.mainakdhar.com.

FROM BOOK TO SCREEN

OPTIONED BY PAPER AIRPLANE PRODUCTIONS (NEW YORK) 
THE SERIES IS cURRENTLY UNdER ScREEN-ScRIPT  

dEVELOPMENT BY dANdELION PIcTURES ANd GREAT  
POINT MEDIA FOR A MAJOR WEB SERIES.

ENgLISh & LANgUAgE BOOK 
RIghTS AVAILABLE
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Adhirath Sethi  
whERE ThE hILLS hIDE 
ThEIR SECRET
Scandals have a way of slipping under the surface in the sleepy hill-
station of Nalanoor. The horrific murder of a poor local woman 
sets this sleepy town ablaze.

Vishnu defends his alcoholic yet benign gardener, Sam, when he is 
implicated in the murder, but is up against an age-old Indian caste 
system. He sets about on an investigation that uncovers some 
prickly truths about a world that seems otherwise idyllic in every 
way. Newlywed Mridula quietly endures the horrors of uncovering 
her husband’s infidelity. Her journey from a meek, submissive girl 
into a woman consumed by revenge takes her to the most chilling 
conclusion. Heartbroken and depressed, all Mani wants to do is get 
some sleep before his next shift at the hospital. But his neighbour’s 
singing keeps him awake. Mani’s attempt to retaliate backfires, 
leading him to uncover a talent he never knew existed. 

The stories of Vishnu, Mridula and Mani weave around one another 
against the backdrop of a town still clinging to its British roots in 
a newly independent India. When the dust settles on their stories, 
the truths uncovered leave a profound mark on each of them.

PRAISE FOR WHERE THE HILLS HIDE THEIR SECRET

“A gripping mystery”  
— Firstpost

“Enigmatic and utterly gripping, takes hold of you and doesn’t let go” 
— Mahendra Jakhar

195 Pages
Published in 2019

RIghTS SOLD
English (S.Asia) | Tara Press

AdHIRATH SETHI is a former management consultant with The 
Boston Consulting Group, he took a plunge into entrepreneurship 
in 2008, only to be immediately confronted with the financial 
crisis. His first book The Debt Collector’s Due was published by 
HarperCollins and draws on his own experiences with hiring 
debt collectors to recover funds for his business.

He is an alumnus of Eton College and the London School of 
Economics and currently lives in Bangalore.
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SANdEEP RAY was born in a small town near a plantation in 
Malaysia, to which his father, a physician, had moved to from 
India. He has since lived in Calcutta, Boston and Jakarata. A 
historian by training, he has also had a career making non-fiction 
films, several of which have been nominated at international film 
festivals. A Flutter in the Colony is his first work of literary fiction.

Sandeep Ray
FLUTTER IN ThE COLONy

Ships take people away and yet the past lurches along. In 1956, the 
Senguptas embark on a journey to rural Malaya to start afresh. In 
the new country, a reclusive young man tries to recoup his family 
and rebuild lives. A scion of landowners, his youth was easy and 
indulgent—till their fortunes came crashing in horrific ways. But in 
this new hamlet of anonymity with its seemingly simple residents, 
the couple distances Calcutta and form new ties.

Hope springs, and with it health and progeny. But Malaya, beyond 
the trickle-down lucre of naturally growing rubber, is not a free 
and gentle land.A complex, racially charged society, it is on the 
brink of Independence even as communist insurgents hover on the 
periphery of plantations, challenging British economic interests. By 
and by the young man gets drawn into the unfolding saga of an old 
feud with lingering wounds. But how much should a newcomer 
meddle before it starts to destroy him?

Shuttling in time and temper between the impenetrable jungles 
of Malaya and the anguish filled years of pre-Partition Bengal, 
between the Malayan Emergency and Direct Action Day, between 
indifference and lust, A Flutter in the Colony is the tender, resonant 
and close chronicle of a family struggling to remain together in the 
twilight of Empire in Asia.

1956. The Bay of Bengal.
Maloti had never been on a ship before. At thirteen, she had left 
her village and had crossed the narrow Ichamoti. Traveling bare-
foot and westward to Calcutta, she escaped famine. Now, a decade 
later, she was traveling east; farther than she had imagined possible. 
She pried open the cabin door gently, careful not to wake up her 
husband and boy, and stood in the receding darkness. She watched 
the shimmering, wobbling waters. When it arrived, the splendent 
sunrise mesmerized her.

334 Pages
Published in 2019

RIghTS SOLD
English (S.Asia) | Harpercollins India
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Mathew Kuzhippallil 
SwEET DAyS OF SIN

Ships take people away and yet the past lurches along. In 1956, the Senguptas embark on a journey to rural Malaya to 
start afresh. In the new country, a reclusive young man tries to recoup his family and rebuild lives. A scion of landowners, 
his youth was easy and indulgent—till their fortunes came crashing in horrific ways. But in this new hamlet of anonymity 
with its seemingly simple residents, the couple distances Calcutta and form new ties.

Hope springs, and with it health and progeny. But Malaya, beyond the trickle-down lucre of naturally growing rubber, 
is not a free and gentle land.A complex, racially charged society, it is on the brink of Independence even as communist 
insurgents hover on the periphery of plantations, challenging British economic interests. By and by the young man gets 
drawn into the unfolding saga of an old feud with lingering wounds. But how much should a newcomer meddle before 
it starts to destroy him?

Shuttling in time and temper between the impenetrable jungles of Malaya and the anguish filled years of pre-Partition 
Bengal, between the Malayan Emergency and Direct Action Day, between indifference and lust, A Flutter in the Colony is 
the tender, resonant and close chronicle of a family struggling to remain together in the twilight of Empire in Asia.

Mathew studied Mass communication at Silliman University 
and the Communication Foundation for Asia in the Philippines. 
With a scholarship from the Konrad Adenauer foundation in 
1981, he studied film direction at the Munich Film and Television 
Academy, HFF. He was a member of independent film juries in 
Berlin, Locarno and Mannheim. From 1990 he worked as an 
editor of the film department of Swiss National Television where 
he acquired and programmed feature films for its channels 1 and 
2. Mathew quit television early in 2014 to pursue his passions in 
art and literature. In 2018 his autobiography written in German 
won him an award of the University of Zurich.  

ALL RIGHTS AVAILABLE

I watched the light of the torch go up to the end of the veranda. 
Brother Jean opened the door to the library. I saw him stand on 
the threshold staring in my direction. I saw the light of his lamp 
flare once briefly. One half of his face shone angelic, the other was 
disfigured by deep shadows. And then the glow was gone.
Fear engulfed me. Darkness hovered over me. A nightmare wove 
its web in silence.
Hello darkness, my old friend
I come to talk with you again
Because a vision softly creeping
Left its seeds while I was sleeping…
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173 pages
Published in 2016

RIghTS SOLD
English (S.Asia) | Tara Press

Pran Kishore Kaul  
ShEEN
Reshma is Rajwali’s driving force, their love still shines as bright as it did on the very first 
day. Their son, Qamroo, embodies all their goodness. In the beautiful valleys of Kashmir, the 
young shepherds with hundreds of sheep and goat embark on an annual sojourn to the 
higher reaches. At the beginning of autumn, they return home. 

This year Qamroo convinces Rajwali and Reshma to let him take the journey.  As autumn 
begins, the proud parents go to welcome their son only to never see him return. Caught 
in the midst of the unexpected twist of life, Reshma quickly spirals into a state of deep 
depression and denial. 

As Rajwali holds on to memories of who his wife used to be, he heads on a journey to bring 
her back to herself. A deeply emotional tale, Sheen shows us the extent to which people 
will go for love. 

PRAN KISHORE KAUL is a Kashmiri stage personality. In addition to acting, he has 
directed and written screenplays. He is best known as the writer and creator of the 
Doordarshan television serial Gul Gulshan Gulfam. He was bestowed an award from 
the Sahitya Natak Academy for his novel Sheen Ta Vatepod. He is one of the founders 
of the Miltsar Kashmir Music & Dance Group, a group that travels widely with the 
goal of supporting Kashmiri and Indian arts.  He is also a recipient of Silver Peacock 
for the feature film Maanzirath. 

382 pages, 
Published in 2016

RIghTS SOLD
English (S.Asia) |  
Tranquebar- Westland

SELINA SEN

Selina Sen
ZOON
Acclaimed Bollywood director Shantanu Rai is eager to begin shooting 
his magnum opus, Zoon, a film on the 16th century Kashmiri queen, 
poet and musician, Habba Khatoon. Joya, fresh from film school, joins 
the production team to work alongside young Kashmiri historian 
Rashid. As the film progresses Joya and Rashid begin to fall in love. But 
a shocking incident of terrorism halts the shoot, and lives descend 
into interlocking spirals of loss and betrayal.  

Ten years on, Joya returns to Kashmir to complete Zoon and reach 
out to a lost love. She struggles in a strife-torn Valley, marred by 
curfews and barricades, despair and anger, until she finally discards 
Bollywood’s rose-tinted lenses in a quest to face the truth. 

Will Zoon the film ever be released? 

526 pages
To be Published in 2019

RIghTS SOLD
Hindi | Tara Press

SELINA SEN is a prominent writer for India’s leading dailies. Her first book A Mirror Greens 
in Spring was published in India (India Ink - Roli), Italy (Neri Pozza) and Spain (Siruela). In 
France it was published under the title Apres La Mousson by Sabine  Wespieser Editeur 
and was one of three finalists for the French literary prize, Prix du Premier Roman. The 
book was also published by CPI Brodard ET Taupin recently. Sen now lives in New Delhi 
with her son, and a Lhasa Apso who imagines he is a lion.
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79,000 words
ALL RIGHTS AVAILABLE

Jawahara Saidullah
whERE ThE RIVERS MEET

In 1972, 17-year old judge’s daughter Aastha’s gang rape was kept a secret. The ensuing pregnancy led to a forced 
marriage to one of her rapists to preserve family honor.  The ripples of that traumatic night flow across the decades, 
connecting the lives of many people in the town of Allahabad in northern India.  

As Aastha nears the end of her life thirty years later, she struggles to come to terms with that catastrophic event of her 
youth. The rape paved the way for a life of bitterness, emotional solitude, and deprived choices. The rape is why she has 
always seemed cold to her dutiful son Prayag; the secrecy and shame are why he has never understood the reasons for 
his mother’s distance.

In a last attempt at redemption, Aastha befriends and tries to help Reshma, an impoverished young woman, inadvertently 
thrusting Reshma into the path of mortal danger. Aastha’s unwillingness to reveal the trauma of the past means that she 
puts Prayag in the path of danger, as well. 

The lives of Aastha, Reshma, Prayag, those of the four rapists, and those around them fracture and intersect across social, 
economic, political and religious lines. As the roots of hatred, love and the meaning of family are brutally exposed by a 
religious riot, Aastha’s determination to finally make her own choices and reveal long-held secrets may hold the keys to 
life, death, reconciliation and redemption.

Where the Rivers Meet explores female choice, sisterhood, and mothering. It dissects the nature of families across the 
barriers of status, religion and community.

Jawahara Saidullah’s debut novel, The Burden of Foreknowledge, 
was published in 2007 by Roli (India) Press. Shorter works of 
her fiction and non-fiction have appeared in anthologies by Seal 
Press and Penguin Press, as well as, in Rind Literary Journal, Open 
Road Review, Feminist Wire and others. Jawahara procrastinates 
and writes in New Jersey, where she lives with her husband and 
five-year old daughter. 

The four young men—“boys” her parents would have called 
them—had stopped her car by arranging their two scooters across 
the road, pretending they had been in an accident. When the driver 
of her car slowed to a stop, one of the boys reached in the open 
window. Two of boys grabbed Aastha and dragged her out, ignoring 
her screams and those of her ayah. They wheeled their scooters 
away and out of sight. 

There, on the side of a deserted road that ran by the Polo Grounds, 
near the Allahabad Cantonment, they dragged Aastha to a spot  
between two distantly placed streetlights that barely pierced the 
night fog. They threw her on the hard surface and presented her to 
the fourth as a gift. 
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Mahek Jangda
AgAINST ThE wIND

Jasmine’s life has constantly been shaped by her father’s disappearance. But when she decides to leave her conservative 
childhood home to look for her him, she uncomfortably finds herself with more freedom than she thought she was 
allowed to demand. 

Free spirited Laila believes that law has the power to ripple a change and so, she is determined to see a woman in the 
national council. But her political ambitions are shot down when she marries a man who considers her his prerogative. 
She finds herself in an unfamiliar place, suddenly constrained by societal constructs of gender. 
 
When Jasmine offers Laila refuge after she escapes from her marital home, they stumble onto a journey of friendship 
that neither of them had asked for; and that is when their adventure truly begins. As they battle through lawsuits, 
uncover family secrets, get played around by corrupt hands and run a political campaign, they finally find what they’d 
unknowingly been looking for - themselves. 
 
Against the Wind is a novel that explores a journey of strength and love through unexpectedly pushing its characters 
into uncomfortable situations. Set in a fictitious desert landscape, the book subtly deals with a society that thinks it has 
the right to dictate how a woman should lead her life. 

All the pieces are cream in color, with hand painted gold and pastel green 
peacocks on the edges and red roses in the center. The last time that 
Jasmine saw her mother use crockery was six years ago. That was a time 
when they still lived in opulence. Her father had told that this set was 
made with clay and the bone ash of a cow. Jasmine herself has never 
seen cow. She has only seen pictures of the animal in one of her father’s 
books. She wonders at times whether she misses her father more or his 
books. 

91,222 Words
To be Published in 2020

RIghTS SOLD
English (S.Asia) | Hachette India

Despite graduating BBA at the top of her class, MAHEK 
JANGdA knew that her contribution to this world would not 
come from a nine to five. As an author, she hopes to capture 
readers through her imagination and help them find themselves 
in her characters.

She has performed spoken word poetry at many prestigious 
venues and has also acted in various short films including the 
Vh1 Supersonic women safety video. Against the Wind is her first 
book.
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Marco Moneta
A VENETIAN IN ThE MOghUL 
COURT: Life and adventures of Niccolò 
Manucci in the Seventeenth-century India
A journey through Deccan, Goa, Madras and Golconda portrayed 
with the freshness of picaresque novel and the precious details of 
a miniature.

First days of January 1656: an East India Company sailing ship 
anchors in the port of Surat, West India. Among the crowd of 
merchants and European adventurers, also an eighteen years old 
boy disembarks, Nicolò Manucci. He was only fifteen when he left 
Venice, hidden in the cargo hold of a little Mediterranean sail ship 
to Smirne, running away from his parents’ poor miserable life and 
chasing every traveler’s “oriental dream”: India –  to reach it, he 
had crossed the Ottoman Empire and Persia, stopping in Ragusa, 
Esfahan and Hormuz.

When you see him wandering through the town while chewing a 
betel leave he’s just been offered, you wouldn’t expect the future 
that was waiting for him. And yet, this naïve and fearless boy would 
live for decades side by side with the men holding India’s destiny: 
the Moghuls. 

Grabbed immediately the chance of entering their court in Delhi 
– where sat the famous jeweled Peacock Throne – Nicolo Manucci  
became a soldier, courtier, physician, diplomat, and the narrator of 
his own story.

MARcO MONETA has graduated in Philosophy and is Professor 
at SUPSI in Lugano.

In 2006 he published L’officina delle aporie. Leopardi e la 
riflessione sul male negli anni dello Zibaldone (Franco Angeli).

RIghTS SOLD
English (S.Asia) | Penguin Random House India
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456 pages
Published in UK in 2019

Published in India in 2017

RIghTS SOLD
English (World) | C. Hurst & Co. Publishers Ltd.

English (S.Asia) | Harpercollins India 
Hindi | Harpercollins India

Punjabi | Unistar 

Aanchal Malhotra is an artist and oral historian working with 
memory and material culture. She is the co-founder of the 
Museum of Material Memory, a digital repository of material 
culture from the Indian subcontinent, tracing family histories 
and social ethnography through heirlooms, collectibles and 
objects of antiquity. She lives in New Delhi. This is her first book.

Aanchal Malhotra
REMNANTS OF PARTITION :  
21 Objects from a Continent Divided

Shortlisted for the British Academy’s Nayef Al-Rodhan 
Prize for global Cultural Understanding, 2019

Seventy years on from the Partition of India, a momentous event 
now recedes in memory. Despite being born into a family affected 
by the great divide, artist and oral historian Aanchal Malhotra had 
thought little about it until she encountered the objects her own 
great-grandparents had saved as they fled their homes: jewellery, 
kitchen utensils, photographs, and a pocketknife.  

Remnants of Partition is a unique revisiting of the Partition through 
dozens of personal belongings carried between the new India 
and Pakistan, amid the chaos of communal killings and mass 
displacement. Hidden in these objects is the memory of a time 
and place, a story of migration, and a life that once was. Malhotra 
unearths possessions from both sides of the border, interviewing 
their owners and uncovering a rich tapestry of struggle, sacrifice, 
pain, and identities forged and unforged. 

From a string of pearls gifted by a maharaja to a young woman’s 
poetry notebook, this is an extraordinary alternative history of the 
Partition, both powerful and poignant. Aanchal Malhotra takes the 
material legacy of a unique human drama, and places it back in our 
hands as vivid, living memory.

‘This is a book of startling originality, weaving stories of intimate 
connections with objects and harrowing histories of displacement 
into beautifully cadenced prose. It is a book to treasure.’ 

— Edmund de Waal, author of The Hare With Amber Eyes

‘[A] seminal piece of work indicative of an un-learning of the  
clichéd rhetoric on the genocide that has intellectually imprisoned 
generations of Indians and Pakistanis alike.’ 

— Tribune India
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140,000 words
To be Published in 2020

RIghTS SOLD
English (S.Asia) | HarperCollins India

Yunus Lazania 
ThE NIZAM, hyDERABAD & ITS ACCESSION:  
A PEOPLE’S HISTORY 

In modern Indian history, the accession of the erstwhile princely states is seen as excellent statesmanship on part of the 
Indian political leaders in their visionary nation-building exercise. But these accounts often wash out the violence that 
accompanied these accessions. And it is on those lines that the accession of the state of Hyderabad tells a very sordid 
tale.

Operation Polo, also known as Police Action, was a result of the standoff between the Indian government and its 
Hyderabad counterpart after Mir Osman Ali Khan, the last Nizam of the princely state of Hyderabad refused to join 
India post-independence in 1947. What followed was the picture painted of the Indian state thwarting the evil Nizam. 
But what is entirely left out is the nature and intensity of violence that was unleashed by local goons, allegedly with the 
support from the army. The only known record of the violence is the state-sanctioned Sunderlal Committee Report, 
which states that roughly 40,000 people were believed to be casualties (death, displacement, material loss) of this 
military action.

Operation Polo: A People’s History is an important account to understand what day-to-day life was like between 
the 1947- 48 period, and how the event damaged citizens’ lives collaterally. Told through personal interviews of the 
stakeholders affected by Operation Polo, their oral testimonies are thoroughly corroborated with the existing accounts 
of September 1948. It will also throw some light onto the lives of communists and peasants who took part in the 
anti-landlord and anti-Nizam struggle that transpired along with bringing focus on the Telangana Armed Struggle, a 
very important social revolution that took place at a time in India’s history when peasants and people of lower castes 
were living in a very oppressed environment. It also covers the terror unleashed by the Razakaars led by the Majilis-e-
Ittehadul Muslimeen (MIM) leader Qasim Razvi, who  was a vociferous proponent of Hyderabad staying independent 
and advocated for militancy.

The book aims to produce an account told by the people at ground zero and hopes to presents the fact that people in 
a nation are not homogeneous, and an event is experienced differently by various people, while each accounts adds to 
the understanding of the bigger picture. This people’s history of Operation Polo and its repercussions for the people 
of Hyderabad hopes to serve as a reminder of how violence brings just as much pain and loss, not just in partition but 
also in the integrating of a nation.

Yunus Y. Lasania is a Hyderabad-based journalist, who currently 
works as the Telangana and Andhra Pradesh correspondent 
for Mint, a national financial newspaper which is part of the 
Hindustan Times media group. He researches and writes on 
Hyderabad’s lesser known history in his spare time for his blog 
The Hyderabad History Project. 
Other than his daily reporting, he has covered major incidents 
like the 2013 February twin bomb blasts in Hyderabad, the 
bifurcation of Telangana (from Andhra Pradesh), suicide of 
University of Hyderabad research scholar Rohith Vemula in 
2016.
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752 pages
Published in 2019

RIghTS SOLD
English (S.Asia) | PRH India

Ishtiaq Ahmed
JINNAh: HIS SUccESS, fAILURES 
AND ROLE IN HISTORY.  

Mohammad Ali Jinnah has been both celebrated and reviled for his 
role in the Partition of India, and the controversies surrounding his 
actions have only increased in the seven decades and more since his 
death. Ishtiaq Ahmed places Jinnah’s actions under intense scrutiny to 
ascertain the Quaid-i-Azam’s successes and failures and the meaning 
and significance of his legacy. Using a wealth of contemporary records 
and archival material, dr Ahmed traces Jinnah’s journey from Indian 
nationalist to Muslim communitarian, and from a Muslim nationalist to, 
finally, Pakistan’s all-powerful head of state. How did the ambassador 
of Hindu-Muslim unity become the inflexible votary of the two-nation 
theory? Did Jinnah envision Pakistan as a theocratic state? What was 
his position on Gandhi and federalism? Asking these crucial questions 
against the backdrop of the turbulent struggle against colonialism, this 
book is a path-breaking examination of one of the most controversial 
figures of the twentieth century

DR. ISHTIAQ AHMED is Professor Emeritus of Political Science 
at Stockholm University. He is Honorary Senior Fellow at the 
Institute of South Asian Studies (ISAS), National University of 
Singapore and is currently a Visiting Professor at Government 
College University, Lahore.

He holds a Phd in political science and is the author of The 
Punjab Bloodied, Partitioned and Cleansed: Unravelling the 1947 
Tragedy through Secret British Reports and First-Person Account and 
The Garrison State, Origins, Evolution, Consequences (1947-2011), 
both published by Oxford University Press, Karachi. He also 
writes in the Lahore-based English-language daily, Daily Times 
and the weekly, The Friday Times.

The Punjab Bloodied, Partitioned and Cleansed: Unravelling the 1947 
Tragedy through Secret British Reports and First-Person Accounts 
Karachi: Oxford University Press

WINNER
Best Book on Punjab at the Vaisakhi Mela, Lahore 2016

Best Non-Fiction Prize at the Karachi Literature Festival, 2013



RED INK LITERARY & FILm AGENCY | www.redinkliteraryagency.com24

NON FICTION

328 pages
Published in 2017

RIghTS SOLD
English (S.Asia)  | Harpercollins India

Kallol Bhattacherjee
ThE gREAT gAME IN 
AFghANISTAN : 
Rajiv Gandhi, General Zia and the Unending War

At the height of the Soviet occupation of Afghanistan, a complex 
multinational diplomacy had proposed setting up a coalition 
government in Kabul as a solution to the ‘Afghan problem’. Even 
as all sides worked on the coalition, the US took steps that India 
considered a ‘stab in the back’. With the help of the official papers 
collected by US ambassador John Gunther Dean and conversations 
with Ronen Sen, Rajiv Gandhi’s diplomatic aide during those crucial 
years, The Great Game in Afghanistan recreates the falling apart of 
the India-US cooperation and the catastrophic effect it had on 
South Asian history.

‘Today, as Afghanistan remains caught in a complex matrix of vio-
lence, Bhattacherjee’s book shows what might have been possible 
– and why it failed’ — The Wire

The book offers a new look at the dynamics of the Afghan issue 
and details the active role of diplomacy during Rajiv Gandhi’s years. 
The book, therefore, is of immense value to those in diplomatic 
assignments. — Major General Samay Ram, UYSM, AVSM, VSM (Retd)

‘Kallol Bhattacherjee, who is also a journalist, has shown how nar-
row perceptions of national interest scuttled even the best laid 
plans for solving the Afghan problem in the 1980s.’ — The Telegraph
‘An insightful account’ — Vivek Katju, Indian diplomat and former 
High Commissioner to Afghanistan

DROPLETS OF BLOOD: The Last Term of Indira Gandhi

The last years of Indira Gandhi’s rule were governed by the forces that came to determine India’s evolution for the 
next four decades. It was during this time that the forces of religion and caste divides and political terrorism came 
to determine the future of Indian politics. This book will be a racy account of how Indira Gandhi staged a dramatic 
comeback after her crushing electoral defeat of January 1977 till her end. Based on the author’s interviews with Indira’s 
political contemporaries and rivals, this book will bring back the fast paced sequence of events that erupted across India 
from the Punjab to the Northeast and India’s changing security environment. This is the story of dissolution as well as 
rebirth as the story leads towards the end of Indira even as a new India is born.

To be Published in 2020

RIghTS SOLD
English (S.Asia) |  Harpercollins India
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fILM Series : IMPACT FILMS PRIVATE LIMITED, MUMBAI.

KALLOL BHATTAcHARJEE has been a journalist since 2001 
and has reported extensively on South Asian affairs and about 
the conflicts in West Asia and North Africa. He is currently a 
Senior Assistant Editor with The Hindu where he reports on 
diplomatic affairs. His Twitter handle is @janusmyth.

A BALOCh MILITANT IN DELhI
Balochistan, the largest province in Pakistan, has been ravaged by militancy for 
more than six decades.  Even as the secessionists demand complete freedom 
from Pakistan, India has been accused by its neighbour of fomenting terrorism in 
the country.  A Baloch Militant in Delhi is a thrilling account of a ‘secret’ meeting 
between the author and a militant in the heart of the Indian capital. Even as the 
Baloch speaks about freedom, hate, personal tragedies, militancy, and loss, in the 
end, all he yearns for is peace, and a home in the mountains.

57 Pages
Published in 2018

RIghTS SOLD 
English (S.Asia) | Westland Ltd  

 
hAFIZ SAEED : Pakistan’s Flashpoint Man, A Dangerous Mind

This book proposes to unravel the mind of a man who looks like a boring village grey beard preacher, who screams at 
public rallies for attention, but is feared the world over for having the Lashkar E Taiba and its parent organisation, Markaz 
Ad Dawa Wal Irshad (MDI) and Jama’at Ud Dawa (JUD). But before all that, he was a little boy who fuelled by horrific 
tales from Partition riots, swore to avenge the humiliation from that neighbour called, Hindustan or India.

In the 1960s when Pakistan was struggling to find its political moorings, a young man was learning Islamic theology by 
rote in the Punjab province. In Pakistan’s history, the decade of the Sixties has special significance because this would 
be the last time that the country would witness a liberal government under General Ayub Khan, who was ironically a 
military dictator. Henceforth, things would change for the worse. Even as Pakistan hurtled towards ultra-conventional 
Islam and fanaticism, the young man went to university and a decade later, to a camp in Pakistan where Afghan refugees 
had taken shelter after the Soviet occupation. 

In the next few years, the young man began to be respected as an ideologue and established a group that preached 
jihad as a tool for Salafist Islam - an austere form of the religion which amongst several other radical  things, aims at 
overthrowing liberal governments the world over. This diminutive man, a preacher-turned-ideologue-turned-terrorist 
would wreck havoc for the subcontinent and exclusively for India in the next two decades – Hafiz Saeed, is BORN !!

ALL RIGHTS AVAILABLE
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Born in Bangalore in 1977 and brought up in Patiala, BHAVNEET 
SINGH AURORA is a digital journalist working for a leading 
news website in Delhi.  When he is not at work, he is busy 
daydreaming or writing. Ledo Too Far is his first book. Apart from 
spinning stories, he loves shooting birds and interesting people 
with his camera. Ideally, he would like to spend his summers in 
the hills and winters by the sea, but currently lives in Gurgaon 
with his wife, two children and mother.

Bhavneet Aurora
LEDO TOO FAR
  
Ledo Too Far is a semi-fictional book based on actual events that took 
place between April and June 1942, when World War II was at its 
peak. When Japan invaded Burma, the British regime in the country 
evacuated its officers and some Indians, before air evacuations 
stopped. The rest of the Indians were forced to trek out of Burma 
to India via different routes.

Three men – a teenager, his father and grandfather – undertook 
the laborious trek from Myitkyina in upper Burma to Ledo, Assam, 
in India during the unforgiving monsoon season. Their route took 
them through the Hukawng Valley and over the Patkoi mountains 
between India and Burma.

On good days, they travelled as far as 7-8 km, on other days, 
besieged by the monsoon rains and the deceptive terrain, they 
barely covered 2 km. Finally, about 430 miles and 40 days later, only 
two of three men ended their journey at Ledo. A week later, they 
reached Samundri - situated across the expanse of the country in 
Punjab- where they were reunited with the rest of the family.

The book looks at the travails of the three men pitted against a 
harsh war-torn geographical environment and follows their fight 
for survival which epitomizes the indomitable human spirit as well 
as the odds of success or failure in such epic journeys.

Additional elements: Handwritten notes of the youngest survivor and 
photographs of the family’s life in Burma before the war turned 
them into refugees.
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To be Published in 2020

RIghTS SOLD
English (S.Asia) |  Harpercollins India 

Besides being a keen follower of all things spiritual, Manbeena 
Sandhu is a thorough researcher of biographical histories and a 
successful debut novelist of “Layla in the Sky with Diamonds”. 
Her novel is presently sold in bookstores throughout Canada 
and the United States and is soon to release in India by fall 2019. 
Her novel also speaks about OSHO briefly. Manbeena has been 
involved with studying Bhagwan Rajneesh and the new OSHO 
group for the past 20 years and knows the knows the complete 
cycle of events and its following from beginning to the present 
day. 

Manbeena Sandhu
ThE UNKNOwN ShEELA-  
THE AUTHORIZEd BIOGRAPHY,  
AS NARRATEd BY MA ANANd SHEELA

  
This is the authorized biography of Sheela Birnsteil, also known as 
Ma Anand Sheela, who served as the principal secretary to the late 
Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh aka OSHO. Ma Anand Sheela was also his 
“lieutenant” to run, build and maintain his interests including the 
building of the town of Rajneeshpuram in Oregon, U.S. This is an 
incredulous saga of a fearless, daring woman who has been hailed as 
a feminist icon in the world of Indian spiritual thought - Ma Anand 
Sheela, the bold and the fearless lieutenant leading one of the most 
popular spiritual movement of the 21st century, someone who 
brought the U.S. to its knees and shook the world in the early 1980’s 
through her non-conforming, non-traditional and rebellious ways.

Ma Anand Sheela protected her community fearlessly, until 
differences creep up between Bhagwan Rajneesh and Sheela. 
She did not agree with the Bhagwan’s ways of exploiting and 
manipulating his followers for financial gain, his dependence on mild 
drugs and his obsession with diamond watches and flashy Rolls 
Royce. A schism happens and Sheela resigned as Bhagwan’s closest 
confidante and personal secretary and left for Europe with a few 
other supporters. The angry and infuriated Bhagwan, then accused 
Ma Sheela of masterminding the bio-terror attack, attempting 
murders and stealing 55 million dollars. Sheela plead guilty to some 
of the charges in court and spent 39 months in prison.

After her release, she finally settled down in Switzerland where 
she lives today and serves humanity by running 2 homes for the 
mentally disabled in Switzerland itself and one in Mauritius.

Ma Anand Sheela’s journey from a fresh, young and somewhat 
naïve Fine Arts student to a dictator like general for a Guru 
whose movement would eventually shake up the very foundation 
of society, in America and India. The story unfolds day after day, 
year after year – the story is mind boggling and a journey full of 
spirituality, mystery, intrigue, crime, cult and finally settlement in the 
new world order.
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Sarbpreet Singh
ThE CAMEL MERChANT OF 
PhILADELPhIA
  
In 1801, the young scion of a petty fiefdom in the Punjab was invested 
with the title of Maharaja of Punjab. The young man, whose name was 
Ranjit Singh went on to carve out a kingdom for himself that stretched 
from the borders of Afghanistan in the west to the boundaries of 
the British Raj in the east. It included the lush hills and valleys of 
Kashmir, the barren mountains of Ladakh and the fertile plains of his 
native Punjab. The British valued him as an ally who would keep their 
western frontier safe and while they coveted his kingdom, they did 
not dare to engage in military adventures in Punjab during his lifetime.

The Camel Merchant of Philadelphia is an examination of Ranjit Singh 
and his times that focuses on a wide array of colourful characters that 
populated his court. Some of them are foreigners or firangis, such as 
Josiah Harlan, a Quaker from Philadelphia (the camel merchant of the 
title), who entered Ranjit Singh’s service and rose to become a trusted 
administrator, only to fall out of favour and defect to the Afghans. 
Other firangis include Jean Baptiste Ventura and Jean Francois Allard, 
French officers who went on to form and command Ranjit Singh’s 
famed French legions and rose to the highest ranks of the empire’s 
armies.

The Punjabi characters whose stories are told are no less colourful. Akali Phoola Singh, the tempestuous leader of the 
militant Sikhs who handed Ranjit Singh some of his most notable victories, while never fully submitting to his authority 
is one of them. The teenaged Muslim courtesan, Bibi Moran, who went on to become the love of Ranjit Singh’s life is 
another.

Ranjit Singh’s complex relationship with his mother-in-law, Mata Sada Kaur, arguably the chief architect of his ascension 
to the throne is examined as is the rise of the Dogra brothers, who entered his service as humble soldiers and went on 
to scale unimaginable heights of power and glory in his court.

All these stories combine to present a nuanced and complex image of Maharaja Ranjit Singh through his interactions 
with these characters. The work humanises Maharaja Ranjit Singh and presents him as the brilliant man he clearly was, 
without attempting to gloss over his flaws and foibles.

256 pages
Published in 2019

RIghTS SOLD
English (S.Asia) | Westland-Tranquebar 

PRAISE FOR THE CAMEL MERCHANT OF PHILADELPHIA: 

Singh’s riveting tale of war, power, and greed is revelatory of the time it 
is based in, while beautifully humanizing the protagonist for his readers. 

— Firstpost

This is an unusually nuanced and complex image of Maharaja Ranjit 
Singh – a must-read for everyone interested in Indian history.  

— The Hindustan Times

The author has felicity with the pen. His meanderings into the history 
of the region evoke nostalgia as these flesh out many narratives that are 
woven around the narration of Punjabi heritage 

— The Tribune
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SARBPREET SINGH is a poet, playwright, and commentator with 
a career in technology. He writes a column for sikhchic.com, 
and his commentary has appeared elsewhere, including NPR’s 
Morning Edition, the Boston Herald, the Milwaukee Journal 
Sentinel and the Providence Journal. He is the founder and 
director of the Gurmat Sangeet Project, a non-profit dedicated 
to the preservation of traditional Sikh music. He also serves on 
the boards of several non-profits focused on service and social 
justice and has been recognized for his interfaith work. 

NIghT OF RESTLESS SPIRITS 
  
Rarely do you come across a manuscript that leaves you in tears, surprise and shock!

1984, Night of the restless spirits — it evokes so many feelings. Having lived through it, seen what it did and how 
contentious talking about it remains even today. Sarbpreet Singh’s new book {Night of the restless spirits} is one that 
gives you Goosebumps. The stories range from good to amazing, to downright brilliant. It is always tricky when reading 
a short story collection because one can question the quality of some stories and purpose of their presence, but in this 
case, the weaker story is also good, it is just that it pales in comparison because the other stories are “Sparkling like 
Diamonds”. 

Phaji, Curfew, Court Martial and Survivor are some of our favourites, especially Survivor, because it has a Godot like 
feel. Court Martial hits you in the gut... Curfew tells you nothing has really changes (and that is downright scary) and 
Phaji just leaves you speechless as it evokes the Parition and its horrors, and it says so much in such a nuanced manner. 
As you read further, the stories may give you Goosebumps, and you may need to pause after each - finding yourself 
overwhelmed by the feelings you could relate to the sheer tragedy of the events of 1984. And, the mockery of what 
happened after. An amazing work..! and difficult to put in words, because it would be hard to define Five Star writing.

The book shall have a ready market starting with English and quickly adding the Punjabi and Hindi languages to the 
overall sale of the script. The team at Red Ink Literary Agency (RILA) is looking forward to working on this amazing 
collection - 1984, Night of the restless spirits.

ThE STORy OF ThE SIKhS

The Story of The Sikhs is envisioned as a series of books that revisit Sikh History in an extremely engaging and accessible 
manner, with a strong focus on storytelling. 

The genesis of the work is an eponymous Podcast that was launched in February 2018. The Podcast, since then, has been 
downloaded 40,000 times and has listeners in more than 80 countries. The second season of the Podcast is presently 
being recorded. 

Volume 1 of The Story of the Sikhs will be a retelling of the history of the Sikh Gurus. Volume 2 will focus on the 
turbulent decades of the 18th century, which arguably were the crucible in which the character of the Sikhs was forged. 
Volume 3 will recount the story of the rise and fall of the Sikh Empire. Volume 4 will chart the fortunes of the Sikhs after 
the Anglo Sikh Wars until Partition and will also comprehend the beginnings of the Sikh Diaspora.

ALL RIGHTS AVAILABLE

ALL RIGHTS AVAILABLE
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Professor  Iqbal S. Hasnain
wEAPONIZATION OF ISLAM 

An Arab Muslim writer Abdulrahman Al-Rashed, manager of the pan-Arab TV network Al-Arabiya Television, famously 
said, “While all Muslims are not terrorists, all terrorists are now Muslims.” The Muslim academicians and activists around 
the world have consensus  that  Islamic terrorism emanates from the phenomenon of  Salafism and Wahhabism - a 
cancer that was allowed to fester  and metastasise for several centuries.
 
The book tries to answer this question and argues that Islamic texts were  weaponized  and   globalised  on the internet 
and social media by the jihadi western educated computer savvy volunteers of Islamic State.The narrative  delves deep 
into these layers and analyses the role of  sectarianism  in the phenomenal growth of ISIS in Iraq and Syria and how, 
post-1979, Saudi Arabia with its enormous wealth have created a complex, worldwide system of financial incentives  to  
leverage  ultra-conservative Wahhabi-Salafi Islam.
 
The original concept of jihad did not include aggressive warfare against nonbelievers but “holy war”, sometimes waged 
by Muslims whose interpretation of the Quran allowed them such latitude. The Islamic caliphates during the medieval 
period and later under the Persian and Turkish dynasties, boasted a rich, powerful,creative, innovative culture with 
achievements in science and technology and some of the most enlightened and most liberal communities in the world.
 
Sufism, known as Tasawwuf in the Arabic speaking world, is a form of Islamic mysticism that emphasises introspection 
and spiritual closeness to God. It is not a sect but mainstream Sunni Islam; it was not adversarial to Islam nor was it 
outside of Islam. Sufism has always been associated with the spiritual dimension of Islam. In all times and places there 
have been individuals whose deep yearning and inner restlessness have driven them to spend time in meditation 
and prayer. Sufi practice focuses on the renunciation of worldly things, the purification of the soul, and the mystical 
contemplation of God’s nature.  
 
The Prophet was physically transported by God from Mecca to Jerusalem, and from Jerusalem was carried up through 
seven heavens, finally coming close by “two bows” length to God. The Sufi also strives to transcend the physical limitations 
of space and time and to draw closer to the divine. These and other examples amply demonstrate that there was a 
strong mystical element in the life of Prophet Muhammad.

PROFESSOR  IQBAL S. HASNAIN (Padma Shri) is presently the 
Managing  Director, Desert Side Training Institute FZ LLC, Dubai, and 
the Chairman of the Glacier and Climate Change Commission of the 
Government of Sikkim. He is also a member of the United Nations 
Environment Program Committee on Global Assessment of Black 
Carbon and Troposphere Ozone.

A distinguished Visiting Fellow of the Stimson Center, he has delivered 
several orations and has written articles and a book on glaciology. The 
Government of India awarded him the fourth highest civilian honour of 
the Padma Shri, in 2009, for his contributions to studies on environment.

ALL RIGHTS AVAILABLE
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Andrew Otis
hICKy’S BENgAL gAZETTE : 
The Untold Story of India’s First Newspaper

Late eighteenth century Calcutta.

The British are well-ensconced in Bengal, but not yet an empire. 
Indian princes pose a danger to the East India Company’s plans of 
commerce and domination. Warren Hastings, the British governor-
general, is attempting to consolidate his power in the Company.

Johann Zacharias Kiernander is on a mission to convert heathen 
souls in a land far from his native Sweden, though he is not averse 
to lining his pockets while doing ‘God’s work’.

Into this steaming cauldron of skulduggery and intrigue walks James 
Augustus Hicky, a wild Irishman seeking fame and fortune. Sensing 
an opportunity, he decides to establish a newspaper, the first of its 
kind in South Asia. In two short years, his endeavour threatens to 
lay bare the murky underside of the early British empire. Does it 
succeed?

This is the story of the forces Hicky came up against, the corrupt 
authorities determined to stop him and of his resourcefulness. The 
product of five years of research by Andrew Otis in the archives 
of India, UK and Germany, Hicky’s Bengal Gazette: The Story of India’s 
First Newspaper is an essential and compelling addition to the 
history of subcontinental journalism.

ANdREW OTIS is a Phd candidate at the University of 
Maryland’s Philip Merrill College of Journalism. He was a 
Fulbright-Fellow to India in 2013 to 2014, and lived in Kolkata 
where he researched journalism in early India. His work has 
been profiled in the Telegraph, Business Economics Magazine 
and Mid-Day India.

He was also a 2011 Joseph P. O’Hern Scholar, and researched 
British colonial newspapers in London. He holds a BA in 
History from the University of Rochester, and has a background 
in journalism, having interned with National Public Radio - the 
U.S. government’s popular public radio network.

‘A gripping story of 18th century Calcutta politics and the fate of 
those who became infamous because of a newspaper.’ 

— ASIAN REVIEW OF BOOKS

‘Otis’ portrait of Hicky is compassionate and affirming.’ 
— HINDUSTAN TIMES 
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Italian | Sperling & Kupfer

Ira Trivedi
ThE 10 MINUTE yOgA 
SOLUTION 

Do you want to practice yoga but cannot find the time? Do you 
want to begin yoga but cannot find a way? You are not alone. In this 
book, yoga acharya and bestselling author Ira Trivedi tells you how 
you can shed weight, get washboard abs, lower blood pressure – 
with just 10 minutes of yoga a day.

Just 10 minutes can get you in shape, cure backache, improve blood 
pressure and cholesterol levels and even heal a broken heart. Yoga 
is much more than an exercise – it prepares and disciplines your 
body and mind for a transformative spiritual experience. Tested and 
perfected on hundreds of Ira’s students, the simple and easy to 
follow modules in the 10-Minute Yoga Solution will put you on the 
path of health, healing and self-discovery.

FORTHCOMING TITLE

10 MINUTE DIET SOLUTION

‘Full of brevity and gives the power to practice yoga’ — Sakal Times
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RIghTS SOLD
ENGLISH (S.Asia) | Scholastic / Penguin Random House India 
ENGLISH (World) | Penguin Random House UK
fRENcH | Initiation Au Yoga Avec Om Le Chien and 
Initiation À La Plein Conscience Avec Moksha L’éléphant - Hachette Marabout
SPANISH | El Libros de Yoga Del Perrito Om - Ecc Ediciones

LANGUAGE RIGHTS AVAILABLE
Translated text in Chinese is available. 

IRA TRIVEdI is a best-selling author and yoga expert. She is the 
founder of Namami Yoga, a not-for-profit that brings yoga to 
underprivileged women and children in India. Ira holds the title 
of “Yoga Acharya,” the highest yoga degree given to her by the 
International Sivananda Yoga Vedanta Academy.

She led the first international day celebrations on June 21st 
2015 in New Delhi where a Guinness Book of world records 
was created for largest yoga class held in the world. She has 
the leading health and wellness yoga show, “Yogaira” on one of 
India’s most popular T.V. channels India Today.

OM’S BOOK OF yOgA 
  
Om’s Book of Yoga covers asanas, pranayama and meditation for kids. The book introduces Om the Yoga Dog, Prana the 
Frog, and Moksha the Meditating Elephant, who take kids on a fun, engaging and rewarding journey through the world 
of yoga, with step-by-step verbal instructions and detailed lesson plans.
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264 pages
Published in 2016

RIghTS SOLD
English  (S.Asia)  | Jaico Publications

English (Australia)  | New Holland, Australia 
Korean  | Dasan Books Co. Ltd

Kavita Devgan
ThE gRANDMOThER 
EFFECT 
50 traditional habits to adopt today

After Don’t Diet!, this is the second book in the Habits Series. 
Ultimate Grandmother Hacks: 50 Kickass Traditional Habits for 
a Fitter You spells out traditional habits that we seem to have 
discarded along the way to modernism, but must re-include 
in our everyday living again.  This book is dedicated to the 
lessons of healthy eating that I have learnt subconsciously 
from my mother’s kitchen, while growing up. 

There are two parts to the book. Part one is the bigger 
chunk of the book and has more than 30 chapters—divided 
into food, lifestyle and mind. Certain chapters detail a habit, 
while others mention a precise ‘to do’, a prescription of 
sorts. Each chapter talks about a yesteryear habit that we 
can incorporate back in our lives to reverse the downward 
spiralling trend of our health in the urban life.  Part two 
has a three-month-long Traditional Habits Calendar with 
steps that are easy to follow, veggie prescriptions and 
more. These instructions will help you become healthier 
and almost permanently change your outlook towards 
eating. At the end of the book, 
there are a few tools designed 
to help you reach your aim 
of getting thin and fit, and 30 
simple, yet delicious old-world 
recipes that you can include in 
your menus.

 
DON’T DIET: 
50 Habits of Thin People

Considered as an ideal book for those who are looking 
forward to lose weight and stay fit, ‘Don’t Diet: 50 Habits of 
Thin People’ ushers in the concept that generic diet shall only 
lead to a loss of energy and power, and nothing else. This is 
because proper weight loss can be achieved only when one 
eats properly, and not leave eating altogether.

According to Devgan, if a person is to lose weight 
properly, instead of moving away from dieting, one must 
start eating right and follow certain healthy habits. As the 
name suggests, this book provides the readers with 50 tips 
to stay thin that will not only heal the reader’s lifestyle 
but also sooth his mind and soul. Additionally, the book 
also has 3-month Thin Habits calendar for the students 
to follow.

KAVITA dEVGAN is an eminent writer, nutritionist and weight 
management consultant who propagates practical, effective 
and delicious ways to achieve a healthy lifestyle. She is a health 
columnist with the country’s premier media groups and has 
been writing on nutrition for nearly two decades.

Her focus is on a plant-based diet with room for fish and other 
animal proteins in moderation. Practicing moderation according 
to her is ‘the’ mantra to live by. Her first book, Don’t Diet! 50 
Habits of Thin People (Jaico, 2016) is a bestseller.

hEALTh & wELLNESS
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ANCIENT INDIAN wISDOM & SPIRITUALITy

167 pages
Published in 2019

RIghTS SOLD
English (S.Asia) | PRH India

A SPECIAL SECTION ON THE WORKS BY 
‘SANDHYA MULCYHANDANI’

FOR ThE LOVE OF gOD 
Between the third centuries Bc and Ad were written thousands of 
verses in Tamil that have collectively come to be known as Sangam 
literature. The expressions of love between a man and a woman in 
these love poems gave way to passionate expressions of devotional 
love, where the heroine became the devotee and the hero became 
God. Through the centuries of patriarchy, women negotiated varied 
levels of existence and largely went unnoticed until they found 
a path for self-expression through bhakti or devotion. While the 
dominant form of worship was to prostrate before God, women 
found innovative ways of personal expression, often seeing the lord 
as a lover, friend, husband, or even son. The individual outpourings 
and the unfettered voices of these women refused to be drowned 
in the din of patriarchy gathering momentum until this became a 
pan India movement.

In for the Love of God, Sandhya Mulchandani delves deep into 
historical accounts of these women who fell in love with God. 

FORTHCOMING SERIES:  
ANCIENT wISDOM MODERN 
SENSIBILITIES 
Our ancient texts had fully explored and understood human 
existence and behaviour, while much else has changed, what men 
and women peace, a sense of purpose and accomplishment. These 
books are modern in the sense they have explored and expounded 
on the same issues that continue to haunt us, but without prejudices 
and moral opprobrium. 

BOOK 1: SEDUCINg ThE gODS
Erotic tales from Indian Mythology

BOOK 2: ThUS SPAKE VATSAyANA
Life lessons from ancient texts

BOOK 3: OF MEN AND MUSE

SANdHYA MULcHANdANI has spent considerable time with 
the print media. She is the author and researcher of several 
projects and books that explore eroticism in Hindu mythologies 
as well as in ancient and medieval literature. She’s the author 
of The Indian Man, Kama Sutra for Women, which has been 
translated into several languages, Love and Lust, The Five Arrows of 
Kama, Mudupalani’s Radhika Santswanam, besides being featured 
in several documentaries. Interested in Hindu philosophy, 
mythology and music, she lives in Delhi.
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INDIAN SPIRITUALITy:  
Pranay Gupta 

GREAT LEADERSHIP SERIES 
(A SERIES COMPRISING THE FOLLOWING TITLES)

SPIRITUALITY FOR TOUGH TIMES 
(A SERIES COMPRISING THE FOLLOWING TITLES)

About the Series:  Indian spirituality and mysticism are extremely rich in leadership lessons. This series distils the finest 
leadership learnings from across 5 subjects that encapsulate Indian spirituality in a nutshell: Hinduism (Hindu wisdom in 
general), the Bhagavad-Gita, Swami Vivekananda, Vedanta and Gautam Buddha. The treasure trove of mystical principles for 
successful leadership is presented in an accessible, easy to read manner. The core keys for mind-body-spirit dynamism for 
leaders, well-being and higher achievement are condensed into a series that can appeal to readers in India and worldwide. The 
idea is to present the profound spiritual ideas simply yet in-depth. Powerfully, effectively.
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PRANAY GUPTA is a speaker on Indian and world spirituality (www.Zen.org.in). 
His modules on ‘Spirituality for Leadership & Success’ (PowerTalks / MysticTalks 
for public and corporate audiences) have won acclaim and been held at venues 
such as Antilia and other places.  Pranay is also a playwright-director on mystical 
themes and a theatre personality. His original productions such as “From Kabir to 
Kavi’” and “Soul Stir” have been acclaimed by luminaries for their path-breaking 
spiritual content, cross-cultural themes & use of live music (www.Spirituality.org.
in / www.Buddha.org.in).  Pranay and his partner Sohini Gupta run the socio-
cultural philanthropic commune TAS, whose initiatives such as ‘Theatre Against 
Drugs’ (for addicts), ‘Geetimalya’ (for underprivileged children) and ‘Shohaag’ (for 
women empowerment) are well-known and have become movements, with over 
4000 people participating (www.Spiritual.org.in) Presently, Pranay is collating his 
discourses on mind-body-spirit themes for various book series. 

About the Series:  Today the world has come to realize that mere material solutions are not enough to help us deal with 
tough times, and to live fearless, fulfilled lives. What is needed is a transformation of consciousness itself. And that is what 
spirituality – at its core essence – is concerned with. True spirituality and mysticism are aboout making human consciousness 
itself dynamic, courageous, depthful; able to tackle and face up to crisis moments and circumstances with fresh vision, 
blissfulness and insight. We live in an age plagued with personal, professional, environmental and existential problems, both as 
individuals and as a species. Hence it is important to look beyond the narrowness of our particular material approach, and 
find  strength within the wisdom principles of various paths. This is what the series presents: the main principles, life lessons, mind-
body-spirit master keys, within the vastness of Indian and world spiritual paths. Yet with fresh insights, suitable for our day and age.  

From the Gita to Tantra, from Taoism to the Bauls, from Vivekananda and Rabindranath to the Jain Tirthankaras, from Sri Ram 
and Krishna to Zen and J Krishnamurti, from the Vedas to Tibetan Mahamudra, from Adi Shankaracharya to Bruce Lee: myriad 
aspects of spirituality for tough times are presented in a lucid, easy to read yet depth-filled, original manner. In order that the 
message finds universal appeal, from an Indian readership to a global one.

The approach has been to keep the content relatable and delightful, so that the lessons can be internalised in an easier and 
more powerful manner. The objective is to ignite peoples’ inner power, thereby helping dynamize their outward actions also. 
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RED INK LITERARY & FILm AGENCY
Red Ink is one of India’s leading literary agencies. We offer manuscripts from and about the Indian subcontinent to a 
world market. With new and exciting writing emerging from South Asia, we are well placed to sign original manuscripts 
across most genres, though our areas of specialization remain literary fiction and narrative non-fiction on political and 
current affairs. Our main aim is to be able to lessen the gap between Indian and International publishers, for a mutual 
exchange of ideas and works, and to be able to represent a wide range of Indian writing abroad.  

THE TEAm
Anuj Bahri, CEO & Principal Agent:  
Email: anuj.redink@gmail.com

Graduated from the University of Delhi with Bachelors in Commerce, I joined the legendry booksellers 
– BAHRISONS at Khan Market, New Delhi. After having worked with the bookstore for 20 odd years 
under the tutorship of Balraj Bahri, I looked at other avenues in the book trade and added a small 
publishing division called Tara- India Research Press, and a literary agency called Red Ink, to the existing 
line of business as a bookseller. Thirty-five years later, with an all-round experience as a Bookseller, 
Publisher and Literary Agent, - I head the group of BAHRI.

Sarah Zia, Foreign Rights:
Email: sarahzia.redink@gmail.com

Reading well-strung, and inspiring play of words excites me. That, coupled with stories which inform, 
engage, and reflect diverse human experiences, is what I am looking for. I enjoy reading commercial, 
literary and historical fiction along with political non-fiction. I have graduated with Bachelors in English 
and Communications from the University of California, Los Angeles.

Sharvani Pandit, Head of Editorial (Books and Films)
Email: sharvanipandit.redink@gmail.com

I am always looking for a story that informs, but above all entertains and engages. It should hold you 
spellbound and suck you into the writer’s world. I read everything from thrillers to fantasy, young 
adult to historical fiction, classics to narrative non-fiction. Some favourites from an endless list of 
greats, include Leon Uris, Conn Iggulden, Rick Riordan, EoinColfer, JRR Tolkien, Terry Prachet, James 
Patterson (of Alex Cross books), Lee Child, Gabriel Marquez, Bill Bryson and Richard Dawkins.

Aanchal Malhotra, Foreign Rights:
Email: aanchal.redink@gmail.com

At Red Ink, I focus on developing mostly high quality literary and historical fiction, with a keen interest in 
women’s writing and diasporic literature. I am also very interested in acquiring debut writing. I obtained 
a BFA in traditional Printmaking and Art History from OCAD, Toronto and MFA in Studio Art from 
Concordia University, Montreal. I am also the author of Remnants of Partition: 21 Objects from a Continent 
Divided (Hurst, 2019).

Priyanka Pathania, Film Division / Creative Producer: 

A story hunter; that’s who I am.  At Red Ink, my focus is to find stories for screen. I am interested in not 
just adaptations from book-to-screen, but commissioning fresh works purely for screen across a variety 
of genre.


